
UNOFFICIAL COPY AMMENDED ONLY TO ASSIST YOU WITH ON-LINE REPORTING  

 

 

5-36-116 Shoplifting. 

A person engaging in conduct giving rise to a presumption of theft may be detained in a 

reasonable manner and for a reasonable length of time by a law enforcement officer, 

merchant, or merchant's employee in order that recovery of a good may be effected. 

 

The detention by a law enforcement officer, merchant, or merchant's employee does not 

render the law enforcement officer, merchant, or merchant's employee criminally or civilly 

liable for false arrest, false imprisonment, or unlawful detention. 

 

 

Upon probable cause for believing a suspect has committed the offense of shoplifting, a law 

enforcement officer may arrest the person without a warrant. 

 

The law enforcement officer, merchant, or merchant's employee who has observed the 

person accused of committing the offense of shoplifting shall provide a written statement 

that serves as probable cause to justify the arrest. 

 


